THE SIGNIFICANCE OF SACRIFICE

and the inner meaning of all its circumstances. But
the secret symbolism of the ancient Vedic mystics,
exact, curious, poetic, psychological, had been long
forgotten by this time and it is now replaced by
another, large, general and philosophical in the spirit
of Vedanta and a later Yoga. The fire of sacrifice,
agni, is no material flame, but brahmdgni, the fire of
the Brahman, or it is the Brahman-ward energy, inner
Agni, priest of the sacrifice, into which the offering
is poured; the fire is self-control or it is a purified
sense-action or it is the vital energy in that discipline
of the control of the vital being through the control
of the breath which is common to Rajayoga and
Hathayoga, or it is the fire of self-knowledge, the flame
of the supreme sacrifice.  The food eaten as the
leavings of the sacrifice is, it is explained, the nectar
of immortality, amria, left over from the offering; and
here we have still something of the old Vedic symbolism
in which the Soma-wine was the physical symbol
of the amria, the immortalising delight of the divine
ecstasy won by the sacrifice, offered to the gods and
drunk by men. The offering itself is whatever working
of his energy, physical or psychological, is consecrated
by him in action of body or action of mind to the gods
or God, to the Self or to the universal powers, to one's
own higher Self or to the Self in mankind and in all
existences.

This elaborate explanation of the Yajna sets out
with a vast and comprehensive definition in which it
is declared that the act and energy and materials of
the sacrifice, the giver and receiver of the sacrifice,
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